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PROFILE OF MEMBER: 

Eamon O’Shea is the Director of the HRB-funded National Centre for Social Research on Dementia at the 

National University of Ireland Galway.  He has over 30 years experience of working nationally and 

internationally in the related fields of health economics and the economics of ageing and dementia.  He has 

had over 100 papers published in peer-reviewed journals, including publications in top-ranked journals such 

as: the Journal of Health Economics, Social Science and Medicine, British Medical Journal, Cambridge 

Journal of Economics, Age and Ageing, Ageing and Society, Health Policy, International Journal of Health 

Technology Assessment, European Journal of Health Economics, International Journal of Geriatric 

Psychiatry and the Journal of Mental Health Policy and Economics. He has authored/co-authored 15 books 

and monographs, mainly in the field of ageing, dementia and social policy. He has been responsible for 

numerous reports commissioned by national and international agencies, including: the National Council on 

Ageing and Older People, The Department of Health and Children, the Health Research Board, the European 

Commission and the European Council. Professor O’Shea has also contributed 25 chapters to various books, 

mainly on ageing, dementia and inequality issues. His work has been influential in setting the agenda for the 

ongoing reform of the long-stay sector in Ireland, particularly in relation to funding, priority-setting and 

dementia. His current research is focused on the economics of dementia, personhood and psychosocial 

interventions in dementia care  

 

AREAS OF EXPERTISE: 

Professor O’Shea’s work can be organised into four thematic areas: 

 

Dementia: Professor O’Shea’s work on dementia is focused on: economics; psychosocial interventions; and 

Public policy. His publications on the economics of dementia cover: the cost of illness; the relationship 

between cost and dependency; and costing informal care. The work on psychosocial interventions has been 

on reminiscence therapy and its relationship to quality of life for people with dementia. Prof. O’Shea’s 

policy research output has supported practitioners, stakeholders and advocacy groups in their canvassing and 

lobbying for additional resources for dementia in Ireland. He has directly influenced public policy for 

dementia in Ireland as evident by his role in providing the foundation research for the National Dementia 

Strategy. 

 

Professor O’Shea's research has influenced investment by Atlantic Philanthropies in dementia in Ireland in 

the past decade. He has also been an advisor to AP in respect of policy development and service delivery in 

the broad dementia field in Ireland, as well as on interdisciplinary opportunities for new research in the 

country. He is currently evaluating the entire AP dementia programme in Ireland, which has given him the 

opportunity to impact on service delivery and policy, as well as being able to identify areas where capacity 

needs to be enhanced in the dementia sphere. 

 

Financing Long-Stay Care: Professor O’Shea has directly influenced change in relation to the funding of 

long-stay care in Ireland. The Fair Deal financing system for residential care in Ireland incorporated many of 

the recommendations included in his report to government in 2002 on the Review of the Nursing Home 

Subvention Scheme. His work has also impacted on the decision to develop home care packages for 

dependent older people living at home. Recent published work on the relationship between the cost of care 

and dependency in dementia has the potential to influence funding decisions by linking spending to levels of 

dependency among people with dependency. 

 

Social Policy: Prof O’Shea’s work with stakeholder groups in the field of ageing and dementia has been 

influential in the development of the biopsychosocial model in Ireland. Two examples will illustrate the 

value of this work. The first is his work on creativity and ageing with the Age and Opportunity organization 

which highlights the potential of older people as creative agents in Irish society. Second, is his evaluation 

work on the Senior Help Line operated by Third Age Ireland, which showed the economic and social value 

of their peer listening service for older people who were lonely and distressed. 

 

Health Inequalities: Prof. O’Shea’s contribution to the study of health inequalities in the 1990’s was unique 

at that time in a country where there was no epidemiological tradition of examining the health gradient. His 

work showed significant mortality gradients by social class, whether measured by standard mortality ratios 

or years of potential life lost. The work had an enduring influence on health policy in Ireland, as well as on 

developing more systematic reporting of inequalities by the Institute of Public Health in Ireland and the 

Central Statistics Office. 
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RELEVANT RESEARCH ACTIVITY: 
Please indicate for past 5 years only (i) Grants Awarded: Names of Investigators; Years; Title of Project; name of 
awarding agency (ii) PhD and other projects: Title, start or competed date. 
 
 

CURRENT RESEARCH INTERESTS/ONGOING PROJECT TITLE: 
 
The National Centre for Social Research on Dementia at NUI Galway is concerned with strengthening 

economic and social research on dementia in Ireland and will provide the research framework for the 

implementation of the National Dementia Strategy in Ireland.  

 

The current research at the Centre is focused on five work packages (WP) as follows: 

 

 WP1 – Resource Allocation, Priority Setting and Consensus in Dementia Care. A balance of care 

approach will provide the framework for Expert Group decision-making on optimal pathways to 

care and placement for people with dementia, including those on the margins of home care and 

residential care.  

 

 WP2 – Economics of Informal Care for People with Dementia. The research programme will focus 

on the economic, social, health and emotional costs of caring for people with dementia – 

longitudinal analysis. 

 

 WP3 – Personhood in Dementia. Understanding personhood within dementia is a key element of 

the research programme, particularly how relationships are formed, maintained, nurtured and 

developed during the caring process.  

 

 WP4 - Valuing Psychosocial Care in Dementia: Contingent Valuation Methodology. This work 

package will estimate preferences and rankings among citizens for pharmacological and 

psychosocial approaches to the care of people with dementia.  

 

 WP5 - Attributes and Levels of Long-Term Care Provision in Dementia: Willingness to Pay 

Estimates Derived from a Discrete Choice Experiment. This work package will estimate 

preferences among citizens for different attributes and levels of formal and informal supports and 

services for people with dementia living at home using a discrete choice experiment approach.  
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Start Date  

Duration 

(months) Amount Title 

Name of 

Funding Body Role 

    €       

01/12/2008 36 308,994 

DARES: The impact of a 

dementia education 

programme on reminiscence 

for staff on the 

behaviour and quality of life of 

people with dementia in 

residential care settings in 

Ireland. 

Health Research 

Board 

Principal 

Investigator 

            

01/02/2013 36 130,900 

An economic analysis of the 

Genio dementia programme in 

Ireland. Genio 

Principal 

Investigator 

            

01/10/2013 12 389,000 

Creating Excellence in 

Dementia Care. Co-PI with 

Prof. Cahill of Trinity College 

on an extensive research 

review to underpin the 

development of the Irish 

National Dementia 

Strategy. 

The Atlantic 

Philanthropies 

Co-Principal 

Investigator 

            

01/01/2014 30 500,000 

The evaluation of the dementia 

programme of Atlantic 

Philanthropies in 

Ireland 

The Atlantic 

Philanthropies 

Principal 

Investigator 

            

01/01/2016 60 1,594,000 

National Centre for Social 

Research on Dementia 

(NCSRD) 

Health Research 

Board 

Principal 

Investigator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


